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ABSTRACT

The paper entitled ‘Renewal of Relationships: Atiet Study ofAwasthe by U R Ananthamurthybased on U R
Ananthamurthy’s novel Awasthe which was transldtg@&hanthinatha Desai. U R Ananthamurthy is Kann&déer and
the author of the acclaimed work Samskara. Anantindoy concentrates in all his works the confrowtatbetween
culture and human nature - how culture and systamaits the real self of individual, how it decanstts individuality etc.
He has portrays the liminal state of post indepenéaia in all his works. He depicts most of hisrks the concept of
clash and dilemma of the Indians who are ‘in betwsege’ — Indian tradition and western culturee Thosen work
discusses the degeneration of post- independergnefdow an individual confronts with it. This papeainly based on
two women characters #wasthe — Lucina and Gouri Despande. Paper discusses imwrbtagonist, Krishnappa Gowda,
got awareness from the ladies and the changes ocbis life. How the women break the cultural loens and the sources
which made them to turn against the societal noamts also discussed. Feminist aspects elucidatesighrOsho’s
concepts - action, reaction and awareness. Oskathings defy categorization, covering everythirognf the individual
guest for meaning to the most urgent social andigall issues facing society today. How the actiomd reaction of the
women characters help the protagonists to get aweaseis the central idea of the paper. It alsades the two different
contextual meanings of renewal — ‘to make somethig’ and ‘to begin something again’ in associatigth the chosen

women characters.
KEYWORDS: Novel, U R Ananthamurthy, Culture and Human Nature
INTRODUCTION

Ananthamurthy’s novels include powerful women chtees. He presents women characters in a way twHaiff
self potentiality and depth. In each novel we caooeinter with a woman who is balanced and capablandling the
situations in a smooth manner. More than reactimghe basis of emotional outbursts they are aditgprding to their
real self. For example, Chandri Bamskara, Saroja and Radha iBhava, Gouri Despande iRwasthe etc They are
powerful and courageous and capable of acceptiagéist and live in the present. They are more sitt@n reactors
which made them powerful and courageous. Ananthdapwses his work to convey the message to go tmatkdia’s
rich tradition. Readers can hear the calling backw past. According to him the rich tradition asgstem of India —

based on nature and its rules - will provide aasdefrom this liminal stage.

Osho is a philosopher who introduced novel ideaspidtuality. He believed in the transformation mfindane
into sacred. His teachings are based on day tdifgagspecially full-fledged human life. He saidriever use the word

renunciation at all. | say: Rejoice in life, in vin meditation, in the beauties of the worldthe ecstasy of existence —
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rejoice in everything! Transform the mundane irtte sacred. Transform this shore into the othereshibansform the
earth into paradise.” (Osho 1) The protagonistasgforming from the mundane world to the path wfspit of being.
Ananthamurthy is end up the character in the sthtejoicing the nature and day to day life. It daconsidered as the

protagonist started his journey towards being.

The name of the protagonist is Krishnappa Gowdaaa who has got strong political ideologies andeek. He
has taken social service as his part of routind.tBel political scenario of the post-independeat leas dishevelled him
totally. The novel is a sensitive study of an horesd idealistic politician and his inner conscioess than a mere
objective presentation of the political situatidiime novel uses flash back technique. Through theatian of protagonist
and his re-collections give a picture of his paf bhnd which also reveals his existential angstthar used the
juxtaposition of past and present for narratione EhlIf analyses of each character, their re-cadlest memories, anxieties
etc give a full form to the fiction. Novel starts the present. Krishnappa is paralysed. He is tiagrdis past life to
Nagesh, a youth from the village who wants to wkiishnappa’s biography. He is a family man. Sitdis wife. She is
working in a bank as clerk. She is an ordinary wontée has got a daughter. Krishnappa has relationgith a lot of
bourgeois in his political career. Some becomefrigénds throughout his political journey. He confted with different

varieties of persons in his life. From each pettsemgot different insights.

Krishnappa belongs to a low class family. His fattied and mother is with her brother helping sistelaw. He
is good at his studies. Seeing his interests idissuMaheswarayya joined him to school. He sponkdis studies.
Krishnappa started his revolutionary attitude agablership from college. He becomes the leader stthdHe solved all
the problems of students. He wants to become @&mlritt he end up in a politician. His rationale ragh and oratory
make him hero of the college even among rich stisdéte started to grow up with certain ideologiesdrds life. He
wanted to make all his rationale and ideal appres@s practical. Krishnappa used to explain, “havehma man had to
suffer, particularly a man in whose case there wdsg gap between his existing condition and hisirdd condition,

before his mask became his real face. Even asdygrig now, he is not free from suffering.” (6)

He has met Gouri Deshpande during his college ddgss the senior in his class because of hisdat®oling.
He is a legend to all girls. He has known for hdifferences to examinations and his intelligenod &dependent
thinking. He is a strong man and wears khadi dhaldi shirt. Among girls he nicknamed as ‘AfricainBe’. Gouri is his
classmate. She is seven or eight years youngethiharShe is a famous singer and dancer in thegellStudents came to
know that she doesn’t have a normal accepted fapmaibkground. Her mother has left her husband amdliving with a
merchant openly as his mistress. He has built ei@lpgungalow for Gouri and her mother and has kegdar and driver for
them. She usually kept herself aloof from othersistéappa and Gouri never spoke each other. Becafidas
revolutionary action Krishnappa got enemies inegsl They spread a rumour between Krishnappa and &ad drawn
obscene pictures and dialogues on the college .wahle incidents, compromising the problem, protegther from
students comment, lead to the sprouting of thdatimmship. Once he has gone to Gouri's house. athwsphere was
quite pleasant and her mother is an open mindedanaimey treated him well. He came to know a diffiérgtory from
Gouri regarding their family. Her father stole mgniom bank and caught by police. Mother chose Hjapa, the
merchant for their living and existence. They didalk much. He left and wrote a letter to Gouri.you either win over
the daily meanness around you, or become its vietiimat is the law of life.” (22) They spoke a féwt it has depth and

understanding. An intellectual and understandingslkip sprouted between them. She is a person wiayalshown the
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boldness to follow her heart. The trueness and mgEnattracted him to Gouri. She is more practial ideal.

Krishnappa has a friend called Annaji. It is Kriappa who gave the name to him. He doesn’t knowmasied
his real name. Annaj is a middle aged man and h#vactive personality. According to situation grebple he constantly
changes his name and profession. Eventhough Kpglanknows about the reality he keeps on servingdno be with
him for his talks. He is a good orator and alscewolutionist. His highly philosophy coated talk ai@ologies have
attracted Krishnappa. Annaji believes in individpalwer. “Man transcends his environment — | doréintvto argue this
point. This is the truth of my experience.” (27) Haes not believe in mere reforms. Mere reformslvoot change the
system. “Revolution is the law of social proces® ®We the catalyst or the midwives who hasten tbegss... there is a
difference between beating the dry daily routineugh illusions and winning them over in termsreélity.” (28)
Annaji’'s talks inspired him and in other words Anaged Krishnappa as his tool. Eventhough he irdpby Annaji's
principles Annaji's personal life disturbed him. &ith the revolutionary he has left and he stattexlrevolution against
system (s) with the confidence of Annaji's commabut him “He is one of those who is original is thinking and who
can practice grass root politics.” (45) He decidedeave college education and decided to fighiregssystems as a
catalyst. He slowly changed into an individual figghwith utopian ideals. He sometimes sits withadésh man, people
called him sanyasi, and he doesn't talk just doimmh things for living and lives a peaceful lifeam inner area, which has
given him a relief for sometimes. “No one knew hi&éne and he spoke to none. Every day in the mofméngent down
the hill and went to the town. He chose a streeryeday and standing at one end of it, he recibedah hour the cantos
from the Bhagavatgita. In the basket that he kepthe ground by his side people put things like,rital and fruit. Once
the little basket was full, the sanyasi didn’t gacany more. After finishing his recitation, heweted to the hill, cooked

his food, and ate. Thats all.” (40) Annaji taughlmhhevolution and Sanyasi the life.

Krishnappa gave up college education. He joinegdlitics. Gouri met Krishnappa in his hostel. Thead a
healthy talk. In between the talk he falls in aati@situation of emotions. “...Krishnappa was datuig the wheel of fire —
the circle of love, desire and disappointment.”) (s inferiority complex stopped him to reveal hise towards Gouri
verbally. They both separated. Gouri is beautifoljrageous and elegant woman. She has got hermaiwiduality and
will power. Krishnappa respects her, admires her lames her. She is an equal person to him for aaltt thought. The
politics changed his life drastically. All his belies and ideas loosened one by one in front afethlédy. He adapted to the
situation. But it changes him totally to anothernm@he conflict of his belief and reality the pmlél degeneration, his

individual army all these shattered Krishnappa.

Politics gives and teaches different persons meiatito Krishnappa. He becomes like a person who has
condemned to be thrown into the chaos he approaamedealt with all. Gopala Reddy is his friendidgrthose days. He
enjoys women. From there Krishnappa met Lucina,iddim class girl and Reddy is the caretaker anchspoof her
studies. She is doing her nursing course in D&he does not have a family. Her father himselfrédsher. The situation
leads her to a relationship. But the man deceivadoffering marriage proposal. She escaped from driich accidently
reached in the house of Reddy. He has taken caherofShe has affection towards Krishnappa. Shesdato his life
knowing his relationship with other girls. “With tina, things were different; he delighted in heryweresence. He, who
had tried to retain his dignity even during copiglat realised now how ridiculous he was then. Hegrlefrom Lucina that
every bit of the human body was a foundation ofeexgtion, excitement and fulfilment. With her irteurse become a

union; a song capable of unlimited extension.” {1BBey continued their relationship for one yeant Bhe tried o hide
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her past from him. Slowly he got attracted towah#s. When he proposed her she said “I hate the ideg of
marriage.”(134) Krishnappa was a little confuseat, finding a way to make Lucina realise that he kadhething within
him beyond this love. She wanted to continue hediss in abroad. The attitude of Lucina createsfusion in him
especially on his moral values and believes. He lmetna in his mentally crushed state. Throughrthelationship he
overcomes the clash — his ideas and the real sy3teenemotional back up from Lucina gives him tbef@ence to face
the situation. He becomes ready to face the degttesystem and political scenario instead of agrainst it. But Lucina
is searching for betterment in life and situatiow dappiness. She has chosen Krishnappa only frpsripheral level.
She has use the entire situation only for healgwound from past. He regained the self confideaagc@ man and a

caretaker.

His family life is not at his expectations. Sitavalys thinks and worried about the price of vegetslbind laments
when the price of gold increases etc. He has triedevel best to change her as a woman whom héswBaot the attempt
ends up in vain. She is a hard worker. She loveshbsband and daughter and worried about Krishriappdure. She
started to gather money for buying a house andfpidheir better living. She is working hardly fber family. She is full
of complaints and worries. All these made Krishraapp arrogant and rude husband and father. Sit&dwot understand
Krishnappa, his ideologies, belief and even hikingl style. So he started to avoid her as muchaasiple. But in his
paralysed state he came under the control of Bitaall basic needs he has to call her. This eversened the situation.
The ego of Krishnappa started to find mistakes avetsion in each doings of Sita. It worsened tmailfasituation. A

home nurse was appointed for Krishnappa which ldefta from over working and Krishnappa from fadgm.

Gouri came to meet Krishnappa. When he got tharimdtion of her arrival the inferiority complex hadin the
past again raised with double strength. She read¢tréshnappa’s house. Krishnappa observed the clsamgeher
physically and mentally. Her dressing style, atltumanners all changed. She smoked in front ofhikeéppa and even
offered one cigarette to him. Krishnappa introduGemiri to his family and friends. Sita started tlt the relationship
between Gouri and Krishnappa. Gouri analysed tibatsbn and for betterment she decided to changghKappa to some
other place. She thought the change of environm@hthelp for his better treatment and mental refmment too. They
shifted — Gouri, krishnappa’s mother and Krishnapgpaveeranna’s guest house. Gouri stated wateaplyefor him and
released Jyothi, home nurse, from the daily in g@daBhe started to involve in his life full andlyuhe twenty four hours.
They talked about their gone past and their collimes. Gouri has taken the situation fully — siggitalking, discussions,
excercises, bathing, sleeping all. The unrevealed bf both got a cosy atmosphere to sprout. THrdwg nursing “he
was filled with a feeling of gratefulness when berid that she didn’t show any distress or nauséfaeatakedness of his
diseased body.” (177) They united through theiriead"...They searched all the nooks and cornersf @ awaken by
their touch the hidden springs of life...His bodgrmed up, sprouting and springing.” (178) For thédydcheck up Jyothi
came in the morning and she noticed the transfeomah Krishnappa. He resurrected like a phoenomfrmental
paralyses and it reflected all over the body. Afiartn that the thought “she had protected him, kegmim clean and
pure somewhere in the core of her heart, becanmedsingly strong.” (180) made him to resurrect.gthted to think in
proper way and behave in proper way, the way whatidnts really. Gouri's action made all the charigdgm. She made
her understand his wife’s love and care towards Hithy are you living with a woman whom you lookwdo upon, in
such a manner? It appears as though you have deéhesearched for a woman inferior to you, andri@d her in order
to nourish your conceit.” (168) The question touther ego and he accepted the fact. Only Gourasarsuch question to

him. She had the potential to act according toneedds and wishes. She always follows and listerinimer sound not the
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outer world. She is in the system of culture andietg and follows her decision. Her husband is &l In village
everyone started to talk against her. Even Krishagpmother had the same feeling towards her. Bidtaibed all of them
with a calm n pleasant smile. Osho explains onlhaetor can produce this smile — a smile from hdadne’s doings are
with consciousness it is an act. They can enjoh @a@ment simply be there. Gouri enjoyed at itsetlher each moment
with Krishnappa. That fullness of her action sprésenergy to Krishnappa. Because of her acticamiakened and even
aware about the existence of each body part. ‘fedls intensely that he had eyes, ears, neckastom’ (178) krishnappa
became aware of himself and his doings while he witfs Gouri. According to Osho awareness is remampeof the
self. The “constant remembering of the self createsubtle energy, a very subtle energy in you. Yegin to be a

crystallized being.” (osho 51)

Lucina’s reaction and Gouri's action are the twaabte turning points in Krishnappa's life. Krishmegs
relationship with Lucina, a new way of relationsleipmpare to existed tradition and culture, helps to overcome the
cultural cliché and jargons. In other words becanfsker shell of cultural conditioning has broké&he is a seeker of
comfortness and happiness. She wants to heal ardame the trauma happened in the past. She isibgheccording to
the emotional upcoming. She is just reacting towaregem. She does not have a self to act. She isedker of outer
world. Eventhough reaction is a common word Oslemlusas from a different context. According to ©shaction comes
from periphery. It is not a total thing. It is plydased on emotions. We just react for somebodgiag. Here Lucina is
reacting towards her wounded experience. ThrougbhiKappa she is trying to heal the wound which d@tsby the ex
lover and also an escape from the bitter mentahteahappened in her childhood from her father.iSkest covering the
waves of broken emotions through Krishnapp. He besa mere man in front of Lucina which peeledhiduglest coat of
him — the cultural conditioning. He is freer to after that. Lucina gave him emotional care whemdweded and that made
him to wake up from the first fall. In the case@duri it was action rather than reaction. Krishreppelationship with
Gouri is a new beginning of their already existethtionship. It is a beginning of something agaspezially with more
force or enthusiasm. Action is not a peripherabatgt but from inner core. It is total and it istoes from oneself, from
the core or centre. His union with Gouri has taken to the world of renewal, awareness and confidehle realised his
situation and his immature behaviour towards farb#dgause of Gouri’'s presence and companionshipalSbemade him

understood he is a mere tool in the present palificedicament.

Krishnappa transformed and renewed to a person isheady to or wants to enjoy the day to day lifel a
happenings. He told to Gouri “what | must do nowagry and see whether | can stand on my legs thithhelp of this
stick... | have two desires yet. | would like td snder the banyan tree, and experience the etevhiime. And | would
like to experience that same sense of wonder | tséekl, when | saw that rare bird.” (189) Krisppa started to rejoice
the world and his actions. The novel ends up wiib sentence “Krishnappa realized the vanity ofakpe anything
more... He then crawled, pushing the ball with gsliek.” (190) The ending gives the readers a hdp&pand a sign of

renewal in the life of Krishnappa.
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